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LEICESTER FOREST EAST PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of Council Meeting held on 19th April 2007 in the John Pickard Committee Room, Parish Hall, Forest East Park, Kings Drive, Leicester Forest East, commencing at 7.15pm.

Present:  
R. D. Scott – Chairman
G. Leach
M. F. Fox


D. B. Walker
P. Curtis
R. Darlison


R. T. Neal
Miss. S. Merrall
R. Bosworth


Mrs. S. L. Jones – Clerk to the Parish Council


District Councillor D. Clements - (Part of Meeting)


Insp. J. Holyoak, Blaby Local Policing Unit – (Part of Meeting)


4 Members of the Public – (Part of Meeting)

07/52
Apologies for Absence:


Rev’d A. McCullough
S. Smith
K. Clafton


District Councillor T. Dolby

07/53
To Receive Disclosures of Interest:


None.

07/54
To Receive and Approve Order Paper 04/07:

Proposed by Mr. Bosworth and Seconded by Mr. Darlison that Order Paper 04/07 be accepted.  All in favour.

The Chairman reported that the sum of £245.93 interest has been paid into the Money Market Account.

07/55
To Receive Crime Figures as supplied by PC I. Ahmed and Report from Insp. J. Holyoak, Blaby LPU – The Chairman welcomed Insp., Holyoak to the meeting.  Insp., Holyoak reported on the crime figures for March, noting that shed break-ins had increased and also dwelling burglaries.  There had also been an increase within the policing area of theft of motorcycles.  Insp., Holyoak said that residents should be encouraged to have their sheds alarmed.  The Chairman reported to Insp., Holyoak that N/H/W Co-ordinators had complained in the past that the correct information was not being passed on to them.  Insp., Holyoak reported that a new system is being put into place and that a new initiative co-ordinator has been employed to prioritise N/H/W.  

 Mr. Leach raised the problem of youths using mini-motorcycles within the area.  Insp., Holyoak reported that he was aware of this problem and it was being investigated.  Insp., Holyoak urged members of the public to report all incidents to the LPU.  He also reported that the mini-motorcycles are illegal and that they can be confiscated.

07/56
To resolve that the Minutes of the Council Meeting held on 15th March 2007 are signed as a true record.

Proposed by Mr. Walker and Seconded by Mr. Curtis that these Minutes be received as a true record.  Carried.

07/57
Clerk’s Report:

(a)  07/20(a) – Postcode Change – The Clerk has e-mailed Councillor Parsons again on this item.  Councillor Parsons reports that he has nothing further to report at this time.
(b) 07/20(f) – Review of Procedures relating to Constitution and Standing Orders – Review of Standing Orders carried out and copy of the Revised Standing Orders sent to Councillors with their Agenda/Minutes for the Council Meeting to be held on 19/4/07.

(c ) 07/39(a) – Parking, Verges, X Roads Garage, - The Clerk has spoken to PC Ahmed on the matter and has corresponded with District Councillor Clements.  Mr. Fox reported that the footpath had been totally blocked on one occasion.

(d) 07/39(e) – Parking, Jackson’s Supermarket, Hinckley Road – The Clerk

has spoken to PC Ahmed on the matter.  PC Ahmed will monitor the situation.

(e) 07/44(c) – Cemetery Facilities – The Clerk has spoken to Blaby District

Council on the matter who have advised that they are not under any obligation to assist/provide cemetery facilities, but that they will give advice if required re planning etc.   Mr. Clarke of Blaby DC advised that the Clerk to speak to the Clerk at Croft as they have recently set up a cemetery.  The Clerk has contacted Mr. Jennings, who has suggested that he and the Clerk might like to meet to discuss the matter.

(f) 07/46 – Street Vibes – The Clerk has left numerous messages for Mrs. 

Day to contact her, but to date no reply has been received.

(g) 07/50(a) – Correspondence from LFE Youth Club – Clerk has responded to the letter.

(h) PTH07/32 – Planning Appeal – J. Maloney, 77 Hinckley Road – The Clerk 

has advised the Planning Inspectorate that a representative from the Parish Council will attend the Hearing in June.

(i) PTH07/34 – Hanging Baskets – The Chairman of the PTH Committee and 

the Clerk have met to agree position of 6 additional hanging baskets.

(j) PTH07/36 – Mr. & Mrs. J. Norman – The Clerk has obtained further 

information on Community Speedwatch – matter to be discussed at next PTH Committee Meeting.

07/58 
Questions from the Public:

(a)  Mr. Faulkner, reported his concerns with regard to vehicles speeding on the A47 throughout the parish and asked if the parish council had received any complaints with regard to this matter.  District Councillor Clements reported that he has been in touch with Leicestershire County Council on the matter, but to date has not received a reply to his communication.

(b) Resident from Kings Drive reported that Centre Bus Company has taken 

over routes 13 and 13a from Arriva.

07/59
County/District Councillors’ Reports:


District Councillor Clements reported on the following:

(a) Car sales and parking – shops, Hinckley Road – Councillor Clements 

reported that both he and Councillor Dolby are working together with the District Council to try and solve the problems being encountered at this location.  The Chairman informed Councillor Clements that some of the shop owners are becoming increasingly irritated by the problems caused by parked vehicles.  

(b) 1 Charnwood Drive – Councillor Clements said he had not heard anything 

with regard to what type of business is being opened at these premises.

(c) JAG Meetings, Blaby District Council – Councillor Clements said he had 

read Mr. Fox’s comments with regard to the JAG meetings and that he would take this matter up with Mr. Fox and the District Council.

(d) Scrutiny Meeting, Blaby District Council re M1 Widening/M69 Link – 
Councillor Clements informed members that the District Council would be discussing this matter early next week and the District Council would be recommending Option 5 to the Highways Agency.   Councillor Clements asked what the parish council’s preference was and the Chairman of Planning indicated that our preference is Option 6.  Councillor Clements will advise the District Council of our preference.

Councillor Clements expressed his concerns with regard to mitigation relating to light/noise/fumes etc., resulting from the proposals.  

At this point of the Meeting, the Chairman brought forward Item 14 on the Agenda.

2 Members of the Public left at this point of the meeting.

07/60
Proposals to Widen M1/M69 Link -  The Chairman of Planning gave a resume of Item number PTH07.033 and gave details of how the Planning, Trees & Highways Committee had arrived at their decision to support Option 6 of the HA’s Consultation.  Option 5 had been considered but the Committee decided that this Option could be dangerous to users of the M1.  

Council Members discussed Options 5 and 6 and the Chairman of Council thanked Mr. Richard Danvers for his assistance in putting forward the alternative options to the HA.  Mr. Fox was also thanked for his assistance.  The pros and cons of Options 5 and 6 were discussed at length.  The Chairman of Council urged members of the public to respond to the HA and in particular those residing on Packer Avenue.  

Councillor Clements reiterated that he would take the Parish Council’s preferred option to the District Council Scrutiny Committee Meeting on the 24th April.

At this point of the Meeting, District Councillor Clements and 2 Members of the Public left the Meeting.

The Chairman reverted back to the Agenda, Item 9.

07/61
To resolve that the revised Parish Council Standing Orders as put forward by Mr. R. Tobin (County Secretary of LRAPLC) and the Parish Council Working Party be accepted -  All members of the Council had been given a copy of the revised Standing Orders prior to this evening’s meeting.  The Chairman gave a brief resume and asked Council Members to consider including on Appendix A in the revised Orders the inclusion of a Staffing Committee, consisting of the Chairmen of the Finance/Park, Recreation/Parish Hall, Planning, Trees & Highways Committee’s and Chairman of the full Council.

The Chairman also reported that the Working Party had discussed whether or not to include a Youth Facilities Committee in Appendix A and referred members to the Minutes of the November 06 meeting where this matter had been discussed.  It was agreed that the Clerk would try and arrange a meeting between different groups/organisations including representatives from the Parish Council, Leicestershire Constabulary, Blaby District Council, parishioners and young people.        

It was agreed that the matter should be monitored prior to including in Appendix A of Standing Orders and reviewed in 12 months.  

Proposed by Mr. Neal and Seconded by Mr. Fox that the revised Standing Orders together with revised Appendix A should be accepted.  Carried.

At this point of the Meeting, Inspector Holyoak left the meeting.  He asked if he could be included on the mailing list for the LiFE magazine.  

07/62
To Resolve that the Receipts and Payments Account for the Year Ended 31st March 2007 be accepted.

Each member of Council was given a copy of the Receipts and Payments for Year Ending 31st March 2007.


Proposed by Mr. Walker, Seconded by Mr. Neal that these be accepted.


Carried.

The Chairman advised members that the Annual Audit would take place on the 29th June 2007.  It was agreed that Mr. Derek Walker would be asked to carry out the Internal Audit.  Clerk to arrange.

07/63
Minutes of the Planning, Trees & Highways Committee Meeting held on 20th March 2007.


The Minutes as previously circulated were noted.

07/64
Matters to Consider from those Minutes:

(a) Planning Appeal by Mr. J. Maloney, 77 Hinckley Road – The Chairman 

advised members that the Appeal would take place on the 14th June 2007 and that Mr. Fox will attend the Appeal at the District Council and speak on behalf of the Parish Council.  

07/65
Cemetery Facilities – The Chairman reported that Kirby Muxloe Parish Council had written to Rev’d McCullough refusing to enter into any further dialogue on this matter.  The Council Members discussed the contents of the letter and it was agreed that an article would be included in the Summer 2007 edition of LiFE.  The Editor, Mr. Walker will liaise with Rev’d McCullough on the content of the article.  Council Members discussed the matter of provision of cemetery facilities within this parish.

07/66
Action List:


Annual:

Insurance Cover – Norwich Union are unable to offer insurance cover.  The Clerk is contacting Zurich Municipal with a view to obtaining a quotation.

07/67
Delegates Reports:

(a) Holmfield Primary School – Mr. Fox reported that the school is making 

significant progress.

07/68
To Receive Correspondence:

a)  Letter from Communities and Local Government – New Code of Conduct to come into place on 3rd May 2007.

b)  Letter from Mrs. E. M. Read, Blaby District Council, which sets out the procedure relating to co-option to fill the vacancies remaining where an insufficient number of person are nominated to fill the vacancies in respect of an ordinary election.  The procedure is that those nominated may co-opt any person or persons to fill the vacancy or vacancies that remain unfilled.  The Parish Council must exercise the power within 35 days from the date of the election (22nd June 2007) to co-opt suitable people to fill the vacancy/ies.   

It should be noted that the person(s) selected for co-option should be determined by a majority vote of all councillors present at the relevant council meeting.  This procedure is different from that followed when casual vacancies occur.

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT if the Parish Council fails to fill the vacancy/ies by 22nd June 2007 then the District Council may exercise its power to order a fresh election to fill the remaining vacancy/ies and this would, of course, mean additional costs chargeable to the parish.  After long discussion it was agreed that the Clerk would advertise the vacancies (3) after the 7th May.

c)  Letter from RCC re Funding 

d)  Copy of Kirby Muxloe Parish Council Minutes.

e)  Letter from Leicestershire county Council re ‘Developing Supported Accommodation for Older People’.

f)  emda Magazine.

g)  Letter from Postwatch re closure of Post Offices.

h)  LRAPLC March 2007 Newsletter.

i)  Letter from Draft East Midlands Regional Plan – Public Examination. 

j)  Invitation from Braunstone West Social Centre to attend their Annual Meeting – 20/04/07.

k)  BTCV Newsletter.

l) Correspondence from S. Parker, Blaby District Council giving information on

current ASB cases within the district.

07/69
Future Meetings:


LiFE – Editorial Team Meeting – 11/05/07


Full Council Meeting – 17th May 2007 

07/70
Mrs. Barbara Neal of Wardens Walk on behalf of parishioners thanked the Chairman and Council Members for giving their time and support to the parish.

The meeting closed at 9.04pm.
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